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Book review
Social democrats of all countries unite!

New book: „Social democratic foreign policy for the 21st century“, 500 pages, Publisher: 
Nomos, Baden-Baden, Germany, Original title: „Sozialdemokratische Außenpolitik für 21. 
Jahrhundert“ 

In the last decade, the European social democracy found itself faced with great diffi culties 
and challenges. Globalization, in a political and ideological sense, did not leave such deep 
scars as did the modern European social democracy. Many social democratic governments 

lost themselves and the elections, due to the inability to fi nd a mean value for internal and foreign 
policy challenges phrased in questions: how to fi ght terrorism, avoid unilateralism and protect 
human rights; how to protect corporate capitalism and workers’ rights at the same time; how to 
fi ght against an ever increasing difference between the developed and underdeveloped world; 
how to meet the environmental standards and keep existing technologies, prices and jobs; how 
to particularly preserve equal social rights and build mechanisms to fi ght xenophobia in older 
societies and whose demographic structure was changing fundamentally. Some have succeeded 
in fi nding adequate answers to some of the questions, but no-one was able to fi nd them all. 

The moderate policy, as social democracy 
is mainly imagined to be, has lost its 
competence and trust in many European 
societies. For the fi rst time in more than ten 
years, the social democratic government 
of Sweden lost the elections. Swedish 
capitalism with a human face, a model so 
praised, has worn itself out on social issues 
and corruption. In Britain, France, Italy, 
Greece, Poland, labour, social democrats 
and socialists lost connection with their 
electoral basis, have marked relatively 
low popularity rates, on internal or 
foreign policy issues. In Germany, social 

democracy is in a considerable crisis. The reform agenda, which inevitably touches both the social 
funds and workers’ rights, has given enough ammunition to the radical Left, strengthened with the 
factionary division of the SPD, to slowly kill the idea of modern European social democracy.

Is there a way out? In the book “Social democratic foreign policy for the 21st century” 
published recently and the printing of which was coordinated by the German SPD, some ways 
out are presented, not just for the European and German social democracy, but for the global 
multilateral mechanisms. Globalization erased the sharp division on internal and foreign policy, 
and did everything to become a common policy, but also a common responsibility. The largest 
responsibility is borne by the largest, and the most industrially and economically developed. 
Strengthening the European Union, its institutional cohesion, and a more uniform foreign and 
security policy is the absolute priority, state the book’s promoters: German Minister of Foreign 
Affairs Steinmeier, and the former Minister of Foreign Affairs Hans Dietrich Genscher. The aspect 
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of collective security was redefi ned, as the threat is no longer an armed one, or just a terrorist 
one. In addition, it is generated by a higher force, although mostly caused by human neglect. 
Therefore, common action is needed to contain climate change, fi nd adequate alternative sources 
of energy, but also to preserve sources of drinkable water. The strategic Euro-Atlantic partnership 
remains very important, but it must be redefi ned and it must include Russia. 

This book is a response to all the unresolved questions of the modern social democracy, but it can 
be called a good example for the joint continuation in the search for answers. If nothing, a problem 
was defi ned and opportunities for action identifi ed. The rest is in the hands of social democrats.

The European promotion of this book, printed in German, took place in early July at SPD 
headquarters in Berlin, Germany. The book has 500 pages and is composed of 46 essays, signed 
by some of the most eminent names of the European, not only social democratic scene: Tony Blair, 
Segolene Royal, Frank Walter Steinmeier, Pascal Lamy, Recep Tayyip Erdogan, Hans Dietrich 
Genscher, Egon Bahr, Guenter Verheugen, Alfred Gusenbauer, Jose Luis Rodrigez Zapatero and 
others. 

The book’s publisher is the renowned German publishing house Nomos

Europe’s World magazine

The sixth issue of the Europe’s World magazine is available. 
It is one of the largest European foreign policy journals, at 
least if we bear in mind the number of subscribers and a wide 

supporting network of think-tank and non-governmental organizations 
across Europe. The magazine is printed three times a year, in 
cooperation with the association Friends of Europe, an independent 
think-tank with a seat in Brussels. The editorial board includes known 
names in the world of politics, journalism and diplomacy, naturally: 
Carl Bildt, President of Estonia Toomas Hendrik Ilves, Chris Patten 
(today teaching at Oxford University), editors of El Pais, der Standard, 
The Wall Street Journal, Financial Times and others. The Council on 
Foreign Relations, which publishes the prestigious Foreign Affairs, is 
the magazine’s partner.

The magazine has 5 regular sections: International, Europe, Developing World, Views from 
the Capitals, as well as Letters to the Editor. 

In the most recent issue, Joachim Bitterlich, once the principal foreign policy adviser to the 
former German chancellor Helmut Kohl, considers the possibility of the EU truly obtaining a 
more coherent foreign and security policy. He is a strong advocate of joint security and foreign 
policy, but even a stronger one for a fundamental reconstruction of Euro-Atlantic ties.

The French Foreign Minister Michelle Alliot-Marie, in her essay entitled “Draft of supporting 
fragile security in Africa”, she speaks of the need for decisive EU involvement, in military and 
other ways, in the crisis areas of Africa. She thinks the EU has to do that for moral, but also 
practical reasons. When it comes to the need for military power in Africa, Marie believes that 
Europe need not be a giant, but must not be a softy.

Professor Francois Godemet, Director of the Center for Asian Research in Paris, thinks that 
the EU must not neglect its engagement in Asia. He believes that the future EU common and 
security policy must expand into Asia.
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Next follow texts and essays talking about why the new EU policy in Central Asia is important, 
placing a particular emphasis on China. While some write about what the EU common foreign 
and security policy should be towards important strategic regions, others question the possibility 
of a further institutionalization of the EU. In other words, they deal with the question of whether 
the EU can have such a uniform security and foreign policy at all. A special dossier of this issue 
is dedicated to defence and security, with a particular review of all the weaknesses and strengths 
of the European defence and security policy.

The diversity of topics and approach to problems from different perspectives and angles, make 
this magazine interesting and refreshing. Using the network of a large number of think-tanks in 
Europe and USA, which are on the Advisory Board, the magazine certainly has the potential to 
keep its freshness and diversity. 

In any case, judge for yourself! 






